Abandoned Property in Cultural Institutions Law Project

Note: This information is provided as a service and was not compiled by lawyers or legislative staffers. If
you wish to implement the provisions of these laws to obtain ownership of a collection, you should confirm
the information provided herein.

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
ALABAMA No None None None
ALASKA http://www.leqgis.state.ak.l=gi- | Alaska Statutes 2006, ""Museundmeans an organized and
bin/folioisa.dll/stattx06/query=* Chapter 14, Section permanent public institution, including
[doc/%7B@6739%7D 57.200 to 290 a historical society, historical park,
(14.57.206290) historical site, and historical monumer

that is primarily educational, scientific
historical, artistic, or cultural in purpos
and that owns, borrows, cares for,
studies, archives
includes list of museum obligations to
lender anddnder obligations to

museum.
ARIZONA Yes http://www.azleg.state.az.us/Al Arizona Revised Statutes " "Museundmeans an organized and
zonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Titl¢ Chapter 3.1, Article 1, permanent nonprofit or public
44 Section 44351 to 44356 | institution which is primarily

educational, scientific, historic or
aesthetic in purpose and which owns
borrows, cares for, studies, archives ¢
exhibits property. Museum includes
historical societies, parks, sites and
monuments and | ib



http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx06/query=*/doc/%7B@6739%7D
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx06/query=*/doc/%7B@6739%7D
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx06/query=*/doc/%7B@6739%7D
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=44
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=44
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=44
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of museum obligations to lender and
lender obligations to museum; also
addresses conservation treant for
loaned materials.

ARKANSAS

Yes

http://www.arkleq.state.ar.us/N

XT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fr

=default.ntm&vid=blr:code

ArkansasCode, Title 13,
Chapter 5, Subchapter 1C

"“Museundmeans an institution or
entity located in Arkansas that ia
operated by a nonprofit corporation,
trust, association, public agency, or
educational institution; is operated
primarily for educational, scieific,
historic preservation, cultural, or
aesthetic purposes; and owns, borron
cares for, exhibits, studies, archives, ¢
catalogues propertyMuseundincludes
historical societies, historic sites,
landmarks, parks, archives, monumer
botanical gardes) arboreta, zoos, natu
centers, planetaria, aquaria, libraries,
technology centers, and art, history,
science, and natu
includes a list of duties of museum
concerning a loan and duties of the
lender; also addresses conservation
treament for loaned materials.

CALIFORNIA

No

None

None

None

COLORADO

Yes

http://198.187.128.12/colorado

pext.dlI?f=templates&fn=fs

Colorado Statutes, Title

38, Article 14, Section 10:

""Museundmeans a nonprofit or public
institution which is organized and



http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=blr:code
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=blr:code
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=blr:code
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=fs-main.htm&2.0
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=fs-main.htm&2.0

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
main.htm&2.0 to 112 operated primarily for the purpose of
(38-14-1017 38-14-112)  collecting, cataloging, exhibiting, or
archiving objects of educational,
scientific, hisbrical, or aesthetic intere:
and the collection of which is generall
open to the public. The term includes,
without limitation, historical societies,
par ks, monuments,
CONNECTICUT No None None None
DELAWARE No None None None
FLORIDA Yes http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statut 2007 Florida Statutes, ""Museundmeans a public or private
s/index.cfm?mode=View%20S Title 18, Chapter 265, not-for-profit agency or institution
atutes&SubMenu=1&App_moc Section 565265.565) located in Florida and organized on a
e=Display Statute&Search_St permanent basis for primarily
ng=museum&URL=CH0265/S¢ educational, scientific, or aesthetic
C565.HTM purposes, which owns or utilizes
tangible objects, cares for them, and
exhibits them to the public on a regule
basiso; also addr
treatment for loaned materials.
GEORGIA Yes http://www.lexis Official Code ofGeorgia, " Archives repositorgmeans a

nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/de
ault.asp

Title 10, Chapter 1,
Article 17B, Section 529.!
to 529.7. Georgia

Museum Property Act

(810-1-529.1 to

nonprofit organization or a public
agency whose prinmg functions include
selecting, preserving, and making
available records of historical or

enduring value and that is open to the



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=museum&URL=CH0265/Sec565.HTM
http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp
http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp
http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp
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10-1-529.7)

public on a regular basis. Archives
repository does not include a public
l i brary. o

""Museundmeans a nonprofit
organization om public agency that is
operated primarily for the purpose of
collecting, cataloging, preserving, or
exhibiting property of educational,
scientific, historic, cultural, or aestheti
interest and that is open to the public
a regular basis. Museum doest n
include a public
conservation treatment for loaned
materials.

HAWAII

No

None

None

None

IDAHO

No

None

None

None

ILLINOIS

Yes

http://www.ilga.gov/leqislation/i
Ics/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&Che
pPACt=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%
26nbsp%3B1033%2F&Chapte
D=62&ChapterName=PROPE!
TY&ActName=Museun+Dispo
sition+of+Property+Act%2E

lllinois Compiled Statutes
Chapter 765, ILCS 1033
Museum Disposition of
Propery Act.

""Museundmeans an institution or
entity located in lllinois that is operate
by a nonprofit corporation, trust,
association, public agency, or
educational institution; is operated
primarily for educational, scientific,
historic preservation, cultural, or
aesthett purposes; and owns, borrows
cares for, exhibits, studies, archives, ¢
catalogues property Museund



http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2230&ChapAct=765%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B1033%2F&ChapterID=62&ChapterName=PROPERTY&ActName=Museum+Disposition+of+Property+Act%2E
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includes, but is not limited to, historice
societies, historic sites, landmarks,
parks, archives, monuments, botanice
gardens, arboreta, zoos, natceaters,

planetaria, aquaria, libraries, technolo
centers, and art, history, science, and
natur al history m
addresses conservation treatment for
loaned materials; includes statement
obligations for museum and lender.

INDIANA

Yes

http://www.in.gov/leqgislative/ic/

codel/title32/ar34/ch5.html

Indiana Code, Title 32,
Article 34, Chapter 5
(IC 32-34-5)

"“Museundmeans an institution locate
in Indiana that is operated by a persot
primarily for education, scientific,
historic preservation, or aesthetic
purposes; and owns, borrows, cares f
exhibits, studies, archives, or catalogs
propertyo; also a
treatment for loaned materials.

IOWA

No

None

None

None

KANSAS

Yes

http://www.kslegislature.org/leg
srv-statutes/getStatute.do

Kansas Statutes, Chapte
58, Part 6, Article 40,
Statute 01 to 13

(K.S.A. 584001 through
58-4013)

""Museundmeans an institution which
is located in this state and operated b
nonproft corporation or a public
agency, primarily for educational,
scientific, historic preservation or
aesthetic purposes, and which owns,
borrows, cares for, exhibits, studies,
archives or catalogs property. Museur,



http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title32/ar34/ch5.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title32/ar34/ch5.html
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
includes, but is not limited to, historice
societies, historic sites or landmarks,
par ks, monuments
addresses conservation treatment for
loaned materials; lists musetsn
obligations to lender and lendsr
obligations to museum.
KENTUCKY Yes http://www.lIrc.ky.gov/KRS/171 Kentucky Revised i Museums$shall include, but not be
-00/CHAPTER.HTM Statutes, Title 14, Chapte limited to, traditional museums,
171, Section 830 to 849. historical societies, historic sites or
landmarks, parks, monuments, and
L i b r arequireraedt of noprofit
status specified; also addresses
conservation treatment for loaned
materials.
LOUISIANA No None None None
MAINE Yes http://janus.state.me.us/legis/s: Maine Revised Statutes, Appl i es t o fAmuseu
utes/27/title27sec601.html Title 27, Chapter 19, societies. O
Section 601
MARYLAND No None None None
MASSACHUSETTS | No None None None
MICHIGAN Yes http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(| Michigan Compiled Laws| i Mu s & inctusles library and

S(uwOyaw45ptnrnOgpiuxiuy45)
/mileq.aspx?page=getObject&(

Chapter 399, Section 601
to 613. Museum

archives; requirement of negrofit
status specified;



http://www.lrc.ky.gov/KRS/171-00/CHAPTER.HTM
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/KRS/171-00/CHAPTER.HTM
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/27/title27sec601.html
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/27/title27sec601.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(uw0yaw45ptnrn0qpiuxluy45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-24-of-1992
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(uw0yaw45ptnrn0qpiuxluy45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-24-of-1992
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(uw0yaw45ptnrn0qpiuxluy45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-24-of-1992
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bjectName=mcKAct-24-0f-1992

Disposition of Property
Act.

MINNESOTA

Yes

http://ros.leqg.mn/revisor/pages.
tatute/statute chapter toc.php
ear=2006&chapter=345

Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 345, Section 70 t
74

MINNESOTA MUSEUM
PROPERTY AT

Applies to "archi
nonprofit organization or a public
agency whose primary functions inclu
selecting, preserving, and making
available records of historical or
enduring value, and that is open to the
public on a regular basis. Arclas
repository does not include a
public |libraryo]
nonprofit organization or a public
agency that is operated primarily for tt
purpose of collecting, cataloging,
preserving, or exhibiting property of
educational,

scientific, historic, cliural, or aesthetic
interest and that is open to the public
a regular basis. Museum does not
include a public
addresses conservation treatment for
loaned materials.

MISSISSIPPI

Yes

http://michie.com/mississippi/lf
Ext.dlI?f=templates&eMail=Y&
fn=main

h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9ll
7ab (click on subsequent

sections)

Mississippi Code, Title
39, Chapter 19, Section 1
21. Museum Unclaimed
Property Act

""Museundmeans a public or private
nonprofit agency or institution located
in this state and organized on a
permanent basis for essentially
educational or aesthefurposes, whict
utilizes a professional staff, owns or



http://ros.leg.mn/revisor/pages/statute/statute_chapter_toc.php?year=2006&chapter=345
http://ros.leg.mn/revisor/pages/statute/statute_chapter_toc.php?year=2006&chapter=345
http://ros.leg.mn/revisor/pages/statute/statute_chapter_toc.php?year=2006&chapter=345
http://michie.com/mississippi/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9/b7ab
http://michie.com/mississippi/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9/b7ab
http://michie.com/mississippi/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9/b7ab
http://michie.com/mississippi/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9/b7ab
http://michie.com/mississippi/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=mscode/b45f/b7a9/b7ab
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utilizes tangible objects, cares for ther
and exhibits them to the public on a
regul ar basis. o0

MISSOURI

Yes

http://www.moga.mo.qov/STAT
UTES/C184.HTM

Missouri Revised Statute
Chapter 184, Sections
184.102t0 184.122

""Museung an institution located in thi
state and operated by a permanent
nonprofit corporation, trust associatior
or public agency, operated primarily fc
educational, scientific, historical
preservation or aesthetic purposes,
which ownsborrows, cares for, studie
archives, or exhibits property.
"Museundincludes, but is not limited
to, libraries, botanical gardens, zoos,
nature centers, planetariums, technolc
centers, arboretums, historic sites, art
centers, and history, natural hist@and
art museums; 0 al s
conservation treatment for loaned
materials.

MONTANA

Yes

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca;
toc/22 3 5.htm

Montana Code Annotatec
2005, Title 22, Chapter 3,
Section 503523 (511520

reserved). Museum Loar
Act.

"*“Museundmeans arnstitution located
in Montana and operated by a nonpro
corporation or a public agency primari
for educational, scientific, or aesthetic
purposes, and that owns, borrows, or
cares for and exhibits, studies, or
catal ogs property
consevation treatment for loaned
materials.



http://www.moga.mo.gov/STATUTES/C184.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/STATUTES/C184.HTM
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/22_3_5.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/22_3_5.htm

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes

law ?

NEBRASKA Yes http://uniweb.legislature.ne.go\ Nebraska Revised A" Museundmeans an institution locate
legaldocs/view.php?page=s51i Statutes, Section 5201 to in Nebraska and operated by a nonpr
dex 51-712. Museum Propert corporation or a public agency,

Act. primarily for educational, scientific,
historic preservation, or aesthetic
purposes, and which owns, borrows,
cares for, exhibits, studies, archives, ¢
catalogs property Museundincludes,
but is not limited to, historical societies
historic sites or landmarks, parks,
monument s, l i brar
addresses conservation treatment for
loaned materials.

NEVADA Other  http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS Nevada Revised Statutes Apparently applies only to museums i

(see NRS-381.html Chapter 381, Section 9 | the state system of museums.
note) (see also section 1 for

covered museums.)

NEW HAMPSHIRE | Yes http://www.gencourt.state.nh.u New Hampshire Revised ""Museundmeans an institution locate

rsa/html/xvi/202e/201-e-
mrg.htm

Statutes, Title 16, Chapte
201-E, Section 1 to 7.
MUSEUM PROPERTY
ACT

in New Hampshire operated by a
nonprofit corporation or a public
agency, primarily for educatiah
scientific, historic preservation, or
aesthetic purposes, which owns, care
for, exhibits, studies, archives, or
catalogs propertyMuseundincludes,
but is not limited to, historical societie:
historic sites or landmarks, parks,



http://uniweb.legislature.ne.gov/legaldocs/view.php?page=s51index
http://uniweb.legislature.ne.gov/legaldocs/view.php?page=s51index
http://uniweb.legislature.ne.gov/legaldocs/view.php?page=s51index
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-381.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-381.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xvi/201-e/201-e-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xvi/201-e/201-e-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xvi/201-e/201-e-mrg.htm

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
monuments, and librai es . 0
NEW JERSEY No None None None
NEW MEXICO Yes http://www.conwaygreene.com New Mexico Statutes ' Museundmeans an institution locate
nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn: Annotated 1978, Chapter in New Mexicoand operated by a
main-hit-h.htm&2.0 18, Article 10, Section 1 = nonprofit corporation or public agency
to 5. Abandoned Cultural primarily educational, scientific or
Properties Act. aesthetic in purpose, which owns,
borrows, cares for, studies, archives c
exhibits property
NEW YORK Yes http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us; Consolidated Laws of Covers a wide variety of collecting
menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUEF New York, Education institutions, including but not limited tc
Y=LAWS (search at) Law, Part 1, Sectio233 = museums, historical societies, zoos,
AA aguariums, botanical gardens, and
arboreta, having collections as a state
purpose in its chartefThe law states
that the institution must be a
governmental entity or a néar-profit
corporation. This law is an amendmer
to Section 233\, which previously
only applied to the New York State
Museum.
NORTH Other  http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/ga North Carolina General  Applies to materials held by Office of
CAROLINA (see cripts/Stattes/StatutesTOC.pl? Statutes, 127 Archives and History.
note) . Chapter=0121
NORTH DAKOTA Other  http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencoc North Dakota Century Applies to museums or historical

(see

e/t55.html

Code, Chapter 55, Sectio

societie® no further definition.



http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-hit-h.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-hit-h.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-hit-h.htm&2.0
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUERY=LAWS
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUERY=LAWS
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi?COMMONQUERY=LAWS
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0121
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0121
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0121
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t55.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t55.html

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
note) 12.
OHIO Yes http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3385 Ohio Revised Code, " Museundmeans any institution
Chapter 3385.01 to located in this state that is operated b
3385.10, PROPERTY ON governmental agency or nonprofit
LOAN TO MUSEUM corporation primarily for educatnal,
scientific, aesthetic, historic, or
preservation purposes and that acquit
owns, cares for, exhibits, studies,
archives, or catalogs property.
"Museundincludes, but is not limited
to, historical societies, historic sites or
landmarks, parks, monumig, libraries,
arboreta, and zoo
conservation treatment for loaned
materials.
OKLAHOMA Yes http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/osSt Oklahoma Statutes, Title ""Museundmeans an institution which

tuesTitle.html

60: Chapter 651.
Definitions;

is located in this state and operated b
nonprofit corporation or a public agen
primarily for educational, scientific,
historic preservation or aesthetic
purposes, and which owns, borrows,
caresfor, exhibits, studies archives or
catalogues property Museund
includes, but is not limited to, historice
societies, historical sites or landmarks
par ks, monument s



http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3385
http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/osStatuesTitle.html
http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/osStatuesTitle.html

State Has URL Code/Statute Citation Notes
law ?
Chapter 683.2 Applicatior iMuseums shall not be subject to the
and effect of act; provisions of the Uniform Unclaimed
Property Act, but a museum may avai
itself of the provisions of this act by
complying with the requirements of th
acto
OREGON Yes http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/c  OregonRevised Statutes ""Museundmeans an institution locate
8.html (2005), Chapter 358.41F in Oregon that is primarily educationa
to 358.440 scientific or aesthetic in purpose; own
borrows or cares for, and studies,
archives or exhibits property; and is
operatéel by a nonprofit corporation or
public agency.
PENNSYLVANIA No None None None
RHODE ISLAND No None None None
SOUTH Yes http://www.scstatehouse.net/cc South Carolina&ode of "*Nonprofit organizatiobmeans any
CAROLINA e/titl27.htm Laws, SECTION 245 nonprofit museum, gallery, library,

10 to 2745-100

college, university, school, church, or
other institution or organization
organized exclusively for artistic,
religious, charitable, sciafit, literary,
or educational purposes, or to promot
the study or advancement of the arts
sciences, or to sustain, encourage, or
promote the musical or performing



http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/358.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/358.html
http://www.scstatehouse.net/code/titl27.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.net/code/titl27.htm




