[Date]
The Honorable [Full Name]
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear [Member of Congress]:
On behalf of [name of your organization], I would like to thank you for signing on as a sponsor for H.R. 6056, the Preserving the American Historical Record Act, in the 110th Congress.  As you know, federal support is critical if we are to ensure the identification, preservation, and accessibility of essential documents that are held at the state and local level and that make up such an important part of the complete American story.  

Although the bill did not make it to the House floor for a vote in the 110th Congress, we were very pleased with the progress it made. Your willingness to support this legislation on behalf of the people of [your state] is truly appreciated.  
The PAHR legislation was introduced in the 111th Congress on May 5, 2009, by Representatives Maurice Hinchey and John McHugh.  The bill, H.R. 2256, has been assigned to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  I hope that we can count on you again to sign on as an original sponsor of this bill.

If and when the PAHR Act becomes a reality, the proceeds will bring critical support to the state of [your state] through a formula-based distribution of funds. If the full request of $50 million is approved, [state] will receive [dollar amount]. This would have a major impact on our ability to ensure that your constituents have access to irreplaceable archival records throughout our state and in our communities.
We look forward to the deliberations of the 111th Congress – and the opportunity to continue to work with you to pursue this important initiative.

Sincerely,



[Your Name, Institution]   

