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Table 1: Membership Growth Rates by Dues Class 

 
   June ’08 - 12-Month Projected 

Membership Class Dues June ’08 June ’09 June ’09 % Avg. % FY09 % 

TOTAL MEMBERS  5,214 5,489 5.27% 8.38% 5.0% 

Individual Members  4,621 4,923 6.54% 9.39% 5.38% 

Associate Domestic $77 194 194 0.00% 5.96% 0% 
Associate Intl $88 56 51 -8.93% -8.26% 0% 
Bridge $44 19 47 147.37% 21.52% 0% 
ID1 (< $20k/yr) $77 673 730 8.47% 25.90% 25% 
ID2 ($20-$29k/yr) $99 265 229 -13.58% 2.21% 7.5% 
ID3 ($30-$39k/yr) $121 515 484 -6.02% -1.49% -5% 
ID4 ($40-$49k/yr) $148 650 615 -5.38% -3.62% 3% 
ID5 ($50-$59k/yr) $176 436 436 0.00% 0.04% 7.5% 
ID6 ($60-$75k/yr) $198 587 476 -18.91% -15.76% -14% 
ID7 (>$75k/yr) $216 63 203 -- -- +7/month 
Lifetime $0 15 15 -- -- -- 
Honorary $0 2 2 -- -- -- 
Retired $65 153 159 3.92% -1.77% -4% 
Student $44 993 1,282 29.10% 29.78%  4% 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Members  593  566 -4.55% 0.65% 2.1% 

Regular $247 496 479 -3.43% 1.46% 2.5% 
Sustaining $484 97 87 -10.31% -3.50% 0% 
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The FY09 year-end financials show that dues revenue for the year was within 0.6% of budget—
only about $4,000 off from a projected total of more than $695,000. However, at 5,489 total 
members, we’re down slightly from our March 2009 peak of 5,604. As we have been reporting 
for several months, the composition of SAA’s membership has also been changing, presumably 
due to the economy. Major trends include: 
 

o Student membership up about 30%;  
o Bridge-rate membership up almost 150% from this time last year;  
o ID1 membership (i.e., those earning less than $20k/yr) up about 8.5%.  
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Most other membership categories have seen a decline in the past six months. On the whole, 
these shifts have balanced out on the financials but the average dues collected per individual 
member decreased from approximately $112/person in June 2008 to a low of $107.23 in March 
2009. Paradoxically, although the overall membership figures decreased in the last quarter of 
FY09, the average dues collected per individual member has increased to approximately 
$108/person as of June 2009. Member retention during FY2010 will continue to be an important 
concern.  

 

 

March-April 2009 Key Contact and District Report 

Tanya Zanish-Belcher, Membership Committee Vice Chair/Chair-Elect 

 

District 1: Elizabeth Scott 

 

• Connecticut (Karen Spicher): Contacted 4 new members, 2 non-renewing members. 
o “Thanks very much for your welcoming email. Since I recently launched a 

historical consulting business (drawing on my years of experience as an attorney 

and historian), I joined the Society of American Archivists so that I could keep up 

with issues relevant to historical archives and manuscripts.” 

• Massachusetts (eastern) (Erica Bodreau): Contacted 19 new members, 20 non-renewing 
members. 

o "Thank you for your inquiry. SAA is a valuable organization with great 

opportunities but I have been underemployed since graduation and I find the 

competition for positions in this area to be difficult and frustrating to obtain.  I 

valued being a member last year but I just cannot afford the membership fees.  I 

really couldn't last year either but I hoped it would lead to a better position.  

Thank you for your concern but I will not be renewing membership at this time. 
o “I have been an archivist-librarian for 30 years.  In the last few years I have 

found the SAA national meetings to be incredibly boring and the sessions just 

plain silly sometimes. I have left SAA and joined ALA for this year and am 

planning on going to one of their mid-winter meetings. Their literature is better 

too. I will probably come back to SAA someday.” 

• Massachusetts (western) (Jeffrey Monseau):  Contacted 9 new members, 1 non-renewing 
member. 

• Maine and New Hampshire (Elizabeth Slomba):  Contacted 4 new members, 3 non-
renewing members. 

• Rhode Island (Andrew Martinez):  Contacted 2 new members, 1 non-renewing member. 

• Vermont (Prudence Doherty): Contacted 3 non-renewing members. 
 

District 2: Kate Colligan  

  

• New Jersey (Carla Zimmerman):  Contacted 18 new members, 14 non-renewing 
members. 

• New York (Carolyn Smith):  Contacted 47 new members, 35 non-renewing members. 
New York (upstate) (Michael Martin):  Contacted  8 new members, 12 non-renewing 
members. 
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• Pennsylvania (Crystal Bollinger):  Contacted  19 new members, 18 non-renewing 
members. 

o “I do want to renew my SAA membership: as a matter of fact, I wanted to go to 

the TOOLKIT seminar that was held today and will be held tomorrow. It was a 

little pricey for me, and then I was sent a discount of 1/2 off for students. Well, I 

could handle that! I called Chicago and explained that I could renew my 

membership at bridge price, thus, could I utilize the discount that was sent to me? 

I usually get VERY helpful people in Illinois, but not this time. No, no, and no 

offer of any other solution. (This was the membership end. I have usually talked to 

those in Education.) (Also, I had told the woman in membership that I was 

currently unemployed. End of grant and no mas in sight!) Thus, I would still like 

to renew my membership, but now I have missed out on a class that was very 

needed, especially since I took DACS in the fall at Drexel.  I thought I would 

download TOOLKIT and practice it on my own, but would have rather had the 

class.” 

District 3: Emily Rafferty 

• Delaware (Adrienne Johnson): Contacted 3 new members, 3 non-renewing members. 

• District of Columbia (Catherine Keen): Contacted new members, non-renewing 
members. 

• Maryland (Emily Rafferty):  Contacted 7 new members, 15 non-renewing members. 

• Virginia (Wendy Pflug):  Contacted  7 new members, 9 non-renewing members. 
o “I heard back from one person who told me that "in light of institutional cut-

backs she found membership in SAA to be too expensive." She also told me that 

she felt she could do more for the profession on a regional level and had been 

active with her regional archival conference. I did indicate that we do have a 

special one-time bridge rate, but I did not receive a response.” 

 

District 4:  Jacqueline Reid 

 

• Florida (Burt Altman):  Contacted new members and non-renewing members. 

• Georgia (Elizabeth Russey):  Contacted 6 new members, 7 non-renewing members. 

• Kentucky (Mary Margaret Bell):  Contacted 6 new members, 3 non-renewing members. 

• North Carolina (Katie Nash):  Contacted 13 new members, 16 non-renewing members. 
o One cancelled member stated that he started a new job in January 2009 and his 

finances were a bit stretched already. He was waiting until he got his first pay 

check and then he would re-join. He stated he is pleased with SAA and the 

services they offer.  

• South Carolina (Alan Burns):  Contacted 3 new members, 4 non-renewing members. 

• Tennessee (Taffey Hall):  Contacted 12 new members, 6 non-renewing members. 
 
District 5:  Heidi Butler 

 

• Michigan (Heidi Butler): Contacted 27 new members, 27 non-renewing members. 
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o “No I don’t have anything against renewing my membership, it is just a question 

of economics at this time.  My husband has been laid off for nearly a year, and 

that has caused us to tighten our budget.  Additionally, I pay for my daughter’s 

housing so money is a bit tight. Nothing went wrong with SAA, it isn’t the 

organization it is just the circumstances at the moment.” 
o “Thank you for taking the time to contact me.  I have not renewed my membership 

this year due to financial concerns as I lost part of my income last September and 

am stretching every dollar.  I will be joining again once I have the financial 

ability to do so.” 
o “Ms. Butler - I received your letter asking about my lapsed membership.  I bought 

a membership as a student at the beginning of 2008 because I wanted to see what 

the membership was like in addition to be encouraged to join by instructors.  

When renewal came up, I did not renew for a few reasons: 

1) I had graduated, but had not found a job yet, so I was less than solvent. 

2) I was very disappointed with my membership.  I joined in the midst of SAA's 

move and suffered for that.  I did not receive any feedback on my application for 

months - no letter that it had been received, no membership card or number so I 

could order books, no newsletter, no magazine.  It was almost a full 6 months 

before I received my newsletters and magazine, yet those promptly ended the 

month my renewal was due.  I felt shortchanged with my membership in general. 

• Ohio (Laurie Gemmill):  contacted 15 new members and 11 non-renewing members.  

• West Virginia (Janet Carleton): contacted 1 new member and 2 non-renewing members 

 
District 6: Rachel Vagts 

• Illinois (Marty Firestein and Leah Broaddus):  Contacted 16 new members, 20 non-
renewing members. 

• Indiana  (Dina Kellam):  Contacted  4 new members, 5 non-renewing members. 

• Iowa (Rachel Vagts):  Contacted 2 new members, 3 non-renewing members. 
o One member sent a long e-mail with concerns about the value of an SAA 

membership and the geographic distance of the meetings. 

• Minnesota (Erik Moore):  Contacted 5 new members, 8 non-renewing members. 

• Wisconsin (Julia Stringfellow):  Contacted 14 new members, 7 non-renewing members. 
 
District 7: Lisa Speer 

• Alabama (Jessica Lacher-Feldman):  Contacted 2 new members, 6 non-renewing 
members. 

• Arkansas (John McAllister):  Contacted 1 new member, 1 non-renewing member. 

• Louisiana (Patricia Threatt):  Contacted 6 new members, 2 non-renewing members. 

• Mississippi (Emily Weaver):  Contacted 3 non-renewing members. 

• Missouri (Gary Cox): Contacted 2 new members, 10 non-renewing members. 

• Texas (Claire Galloway, Stephen Cooper):  Contacted 20 new members, 14 non-
renewing members. 

 
District 8 Report: Robert Russell 

• Colorado (Edmond Pecht):  Contacted 0 new members, 13 non-renewing members. 
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o “Moreover, last year's conference had a very disappointing calendar of programs 

on preservation.  I think there are now too many divisions for various media, and 

the non-paper materials seem to be the programs that get on the program.  

Digitization seems to be the topic of so many of the programs, but little is said 

about how an institution makes the transition with limited resources.” 

• Kansas (Becky Schulte):  Contacted 2 new members, 2 non-renewing members. 

• Nebraska (Robert Russell ):  Contacted 0 new members, 1 non-renewing member. 

• New Mexico (Myra O’Canna ):  No activity. 

• North Dakota (Rosemary Flynn ):  No activity. 

• Oklahoma (Vickie Sheffler ):  Contacted 7 new members, 5 non-renewing members. 

• South Dakota (Robert Russell ):  No activity. 

• Wyoming (Laura Uglean Jackson):  Contacted 1 new member, 1 non-renewing member. 
 

District 9: Diana Banning 

• Alaska (Robert Parham):  Contacted 1 new member. 

• Hawaii (John Wright):  Contacted 4 new members, 1 non-renewing member. 

• Idaho (Alan Virta):  Contacted 1 non-renewing member. 

• Montana (Jodi Allison-Bunnell ):  Contacted 1 new member, 1 non-renewing member. 

• Oregon (Diana Banning):  Contacted  7 new members, 4 non-renewing members. 

• Washington (Deborah Kennedy ):  Contacted 6 new members, 7 non-renewing members. 
 
District 10: Diane Maher 

• Arizona (Peter Runge and Todd Welch):  Contacted 3 new members, 7 non-renewing 
members. 

• California (Peggy Alexander and Jessica Lemieux):  Contacted 43 new members, 55 non-
renewing members. 

o “The bridge rate was recommended for a number of lapsed members.” 

• Nevada (Tom Sommer):  Contacted 2 non-renewing members. 

• Utah (Catherine McIntyre):  Contacted 3 new members, 3 non-renewing members. 
 
District 11: Heather Dean, District Representative 

• Eastern Canada (Michael Moosberger):  No activity. 

• Western Canada (Heather Dean):  No activity. 

• British Columbia:  Contacted 1 new member.  

• Manitoba:  No activity. 

• Saskatchewan:  No activity. 

• Central Canada (Nancy Marrelli) 

• Ontario:  Contacted 1 new member, 7 non-renewing members. 

• Quebec:  No activity. 
 

District 12: Diane Kaplan 

• Contacted 5 new members, 11 non-renewing members . 
 


